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Program Notes

J. S. BACH: Toccata in d minor, BWV 565

G. FAURE: Romance Sans Paroles, 0p.17/3, arr. by LIU Hsin-hung

S. RACHMANINOFF: Prelude in g minor

Ludovico EINAUDI: Experience, arr. by LIU Hsin-hung

Enrico PASINI: Cantabile-For You

Christopher CHURCHER: This Shining Night

J. S. BACH: Air on the G String, from Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D Major, BWV 1068
C.M. WIDOR: Toccata, from Symphony for Organ No. 5

The pipe organ, since its modern structure became recognizable in the 17th century, has
inspired a remarkable repertoire spanning over three hundred years. Composers have entrust-
ed their most vivid impulses to the instrument, and the performers then delivered the
resonance to the audience. The first installment of the 2026 "Explore the Pipe Organ” series
invites listeners to reflect on this rich lineage.

The program must, of course, open with a work by the Baroque master J. S. BACH. Simply
hearing the beginning of the Toccata in d minor, BWV 565, is enough to leave almost everyone
awe-struck. Its immense sense of pressure and dramatic power is why it is frequently cited in
contemporary media.

Next, we take a moment to relax with Gabriel FAURE's Romance sans paroles. The term “sans
paroles” signifies the idea of a "song without words,” meaning the composer approached this
piece with the sentiment of a song. Originally a piano set of three pieces, the third piece is
presented today in an organ arrangement. The repeating bass line gently rocks like a lullaby,
while the right hand gently sings a catchy melody.

For the third piece, we turn our attention to Russia, the homeland of Sergei RACHMANINOFF,
one of the greatest pianists and composers of the Romantic era. He left behind a legacy of
timeless masterpieces for the piano, shaped by his massive hands and extraordinary inspira-
tion. Among his most beloved works is the Prelude in g minor. The left hand repeats a pattern
of quintuplet arpeggios, contrasting sharply with the right hand’s incisive melodic line, creating
a distinct contrast of rhythmic tension and atmosphere.

The Italian composer and pianist Ludovico EINAUDI, who performed at Weiwuying last year,
excels at using repetitive melodies and chords to depict the loneliness and solitude of humanity
amid our busy, bustling contemporary society. Experience is featured on his best-selling 2013
album, /n a Time Lapse, and is also the most beloved track from the collection.

The following piece is by another Italian composer, Enrico PASINI, who was particularly
fascinated by the musical term Cantabile ("in a singing style") as a work title. Among them, For
You is his most renowned work. Its tender melody evokes the tranquil charm of a Mediterranean
afternoon, and in addition to the original organ version, more than ten arrangements for other
instruments are currently in circulation.



Born in 2004, Christopher CHURCHER is one of the most highly anticipated new composers in
the UK. His 2023 piece, This Shining Night, attempts to convey the boundless cosmos and cease-
less shimmering stars captured in night photography through the use of sustained bass pedals
and continuous rapid scales.

We then return to BACH through the Air on the G String. This elegant, moving melody was initial-
ly titled "Air,” and it acquired the nickname after a later arrangement by a violinist allowed it to
be played solely on the G string of the violin.

The concert concludes with the Toccata by the French composer C. M. WIDOR. With intricate
notes and constantly shifting tonalities, the Toccata pushes the organ’s expressive capabilities
to its limits, touching the hearts of everyone in the concert hall.
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Dr. LIU Hsin-Hung holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of
Washington and is currently a professor at Tainan Theological College. He was
a visiting scholar at the University of British Columbia and Vancouver School of
Theology in 2015 and 2016. LIU is a member of the American Guild of Organists
(AGO). He serves as a board member of the AGO’s Taiwan Chapter and the

Taiwan Organists Association, and has also served as chair of both.
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Abby CHU is Orgelkids Taiwan music director. She graduated from National

Kaohsiung Normal University studying Performing Arts and has served as a

host of Educational Lecture Recitals for Organ, lecturer of the Organ Workshop
in Weiwuying and Pingtung Performing Arts Center, the music director of

Orgelkids Taiwan Summer Music Camp.
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